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Visit us at www.comnap.aq or email us at info@comnap.aq

Looking for Antarctic information material? 
Visit www.comnap.aq/publications for more maps, brochures and other Antarctic  
information material related to the activities of the National Antarctic Programs.

29 National Antarctic Programs

COMNAP brings together the National Antarctic Programs of 29 Antarctic Treaty Parties from all 

continents:

Africa (1);•	

the Americas (8);•	

Asia (4);•	

Australasia (2); and•	

Europe (14).•	

A National Antarctic Program is the organisation with national responsibility for managing the support 
of scientific research in the Antarctic Treaty Area, on behalf of its government and in the spirit of the 
Antarctic Treaty.

COMNAP membership is open to the Programs of nations that have signed the Antarctic Treaty and  
ratified its Protocol on Environmental Protection.

Supporting Science in Antarctica

COMNAP’s purpose is: 

To develop and promote best practice in managing the support of scientific research in the Antarctic by

Serving as a forum to develop practices that improve effectiveness of activities in an environmentally •	
responsible manner;

Facilitating and promoting international partnerships;•	

Providing opportunities and systems for information exchange; and•	

Providing the Antarctic Treaty System with objective and practical, technical and non-political advice •	
drawn from the National Antarctic Programs’ pool of expertise. 

COMNAP maintains a close relationship with the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) 

Supporting the Antarctic Treaty System

COMNAP has the status of Observer at Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings (ATCMs) and at 
meetings of the Treaty’s Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP). 

It remains committed to serve its role by providing objective and practical, technical and non-political 
advice drawn from the National Antarctic Programs’ pool of expertise. 

COMNAP has progressively assumed a number of practical tasks and functions previously 
undertaken by the Treaty Parties directly or by other organisations. In particular, COMNAP maintains 
a range of information of practical use to many in the Antarctic Treaty System, and which include and 
go beyond a range of information that Parties are required to exchange under the Treaty.
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